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AN 


ORDI NATION SERMON. 


PHILIPPIANS, I. 15. 


KENO WING THAT I AM SET 
FOR THE DEFENCE OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


UR divine Lond and 
SAVIOUR fully evinced the 
truth of his miſſion, by 
the excellency of his doc- 
trines and laws, and the 
wonderful works which he 
performed. He was a moſt 
diligent, — and faithful Preacher, inſomuch 
that it might juſtly be ſaid of him, x EVER MAN 
SPAKE LIKE THIS MAN. As Chrift clearly 
foreſaw that his perſonal miniſtry would be ſhort, 
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and that the propagation of his religion would 


66 


be a moſt difficult work, he appointed the 
twelve apoſtles, to publiſn the glad tidings of 
ſalvation, and to give proper credentials of the 
authority under which they acted, 


DvurinG our Lord's miniſtry, the Goſpel 
was confined to the Jewiſh nation ; but before 
his aſcenſion, he commiſſioned his apoſtles to 
go forth and diſciple ALL NATIONS, giving them 
the fulleſt aſſurance, that his preſence ſhould 
always be with them. 


Tux religion of Jeſus, being moſt oppoſite 
to the luſts and prejudices of mankind, was re- 
Jetted by many with the utmoſt diſdain. The 
apoſtles of our Lord were ſurrounded with 
enemies on every ſide, and the cauſe in which 
they were engaged, ſeemed in danger of utter 
ruin. 


Amon thoſe who attempted the ſubverſion 
of chriſtianity, none was more zealous than 
Saul of Tarſus. He perſecuted the chriſtians, 
even to ſtrange cities, and uſed every poſſible 
effort to extirpate their name. Amidſt all his 
rage and fury, a radiant light from heaven ſhone 
upon him, his ſentiments and views were chang- 


4 
ed, and he was employed, as a CHOSEN VESSEL 
to carry the goſpel among the Gentiles. Hav- 
ing been educated at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
verſed in all the wiſdom and learning of the 
age, he was able to combat the Jewiſh Doctors 
and the Pagan Philoſophers with their own wea« 
pons. His miraculous converſion 1s a ſtanding 
proof, in all ages, of the truth of chriſtianity ; 
For if the fulleſt evidence had not been exhi- 
bited to his mind, it is incredible that all his 
former prejudices ſhould have vaniſhed in a 
moment, and that he ſhould ſo zealouſly have 
eſpouſed a cauſe which expoſed him to obloquy 
and contempt from the world. Can it be ſup- 
poſed that he had an averſion to eaſe, plenty, 
and life itſelf; and that he was in love with 
- ſtripes and impriſonments, and every ſpecies of 
ſuffering? © If any perſon in the world could 
ever prove himſelf ſincere, St. Paul did ſo, when 
he left his old religion, to which he was attach- 
ed by the violent prejudices of a bigotted edu- 
cation, and all the worldly comforts which he 
enjoyed, and embraced a new ſyſtem which he 
foreſaw would bring upon him the greateſt evils 
of life, and untimely death.“ 


Tuis apoſtle was a moſt eminent inſtrument 


of the propagation and DEFENCE of the chriſtian 


421 
religion in the world. His preaching and wri- 
tings are admirably adapted to promote this im- 
portant defign ; and he is juſtly celebrated as a 
prime miniſter © in the kingdom and patience 
of Jeſus Chriſt,” The nature and deſign of - 
his office, are ſummed up in the conciſe lan- 
guage of our text, KNOWING THAT I AM SET 
FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL. For this 
purpoſe he was made a fignal monument of the 


power and grace of the Redeemer, and all his 
views centered in this fingle point. 


Now, although no man can pretend to ſuch 
an EXTRAORDINARY and MIRACULOUS con- 
VERSION, or Claim an UNINTERRUPTED SUC=- 
CESSION from the apoſtles, without the moſt 
arrogant preſumption ; yet it is the buſineſs of 
the miniſters of Chriſt in all ages of the church, 
to employ their beſt abilities in DEFENCE OF 


THE GOSPEL, 


For the ifluftration of the ſubje& before us, 
it will be proper to conſider the object of this 
DEFENCE—THE GOSPEL ;; the manner in which 
it may be ſucceſsfully pzxzxDbep; and ſome of 
the principal qualifications which are requiſite 
for this purpoſe. Let us briefly conſider the 
ohject to be DEFENDED, THE GOSPEL. 


6 

Tus ſignifies glad tidings of great joy which 
were to be to all people, agreeably to the word 
in the Greek. It is obſerved that the Saxon 
word, goſpel, ſignifies, WELCOME NEWS: It brings 
us the news of an Almighty Frjend and com- 
paſſionate Saviour, who came from heaven to 
deliver us from the condemning ſentence of the 
Divine Law, and to reſtore us to the image and 
favor of our Maker. The word cosPL often 
intends the whole chriſtian ſyſtem, every thing 
which we are required to believe and practice 
in order to obtain pardon and everlaſting life. 
In this ſenſe the apoſtle uſes the word in the 
text. He was called to this important office, 
and endowed with ſpecial powers to DEFEND 
that diſpenſation of religion which Chriſt had 
ſet up in the world. 


Mixisrzns; in all ſucceeding ages, are like- 
wiſe to DEFEND, not © the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men,” not thoſe decrees and for- 
mularies which have been eſtabliſhed by Coun- 
cils and Fathers, but the plain and important 
truths contained in the New- Teſtament. 


Tue various ſects and parties into which the 
Chriſtian Church has been divided, have all in- 
deed held up their diſtinguiſhing ſentiments, as 
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verally apt to imagine that EV onLy had diſ- 


( 1 ) 


the true Gospxl or CHRIST, and have been ſe- 


covered *© the narrow way which leads to life.” 
Syſtems moſt contrary and oppoſite to each 
other, as well as to the Goſpel itſelf, have been 
palmed upon this divine inſtitution, and urged 
upon the conſciences of men as indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to ſalvation. 


Min1sTtRs, whoſe buſineſs it is to DEFEND 
THE GOSPEL, ought never to enliſt themſelves 


under any other banner than that of Chriſt. It 


is inconſiſtent with the dignity of their charac- 
ter, to call any man FATHER Or MASTER, on 


earth. It is of miſchievous conſequence to de- 


nominate themſelves after any early reformer, 
however eminent in his day. If chriſtians were 
reprehenſible in primitive times, for ſaying as 
ſome did, I am or Paul, and I or AroLLos, 
&c.* how can any be juſtified now, in following 
Luther or Calvin, Zuinglius, Melan#hon or Ar- 
minius, who were mere fallible, uninſpired men, 
and lived in an age when mankind were juſt 


emerging from the ignorance and ſuperſtition of 


Popery ? If miniſters ſhould ſpend their time in 
DEFENCE of the diſtinguiſhing tenets of any of 
theſe ſects, it would be impoſſible for them ful- 
ly to anſwer the end of their appointment. In 


* 1 Corinthians i. 12. 
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this cafe, tho' they might produce ſome © gold 
and ſilver,” there would be a mixture of © wood, 
hay, and ſtubble.” Their concern muſt be ro 
defend the pure, uncorrupted doctrines of Chriſt, 
as they are recorded in the ſacred pages. The 
goſpel is a depoſit committed to their truſt, for 
the honor and intereſt of which they muſt be 
deeply concerned. This is a precious and in- 
valuable treaſure, which they are to diſtribute 
for the ſpiritual benefit of thoſe committed to 


their care. 


Tur are to proclaim the good news and 


glad tidings of ſalvation; and to urge men, by 


every poſſible motive, to attend to their ever- 
laſting concerns. Thoſe truths which reſpect 
Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious Mediator, and the 
method of ſalvation through him, will always 
claim their particular attention. A miniſter, 
who confines himſelf to diſquiſitions on moral 
ſubjects, and neglects to urge the duties of re- 
ligion by evangelical motives, may perhaps 


defend the ſyſtems of Socrates and Plato, but 


Has forgotten that he was SET FOR THE DEFENCE 
OF THE GOSPEL, 


Sr. Paut appears to have had the moſt ex- 
alted ideas of the peculiar and diſtinenifhing 


( "2 ) 


doctrines of the goſpel, when he ſays to the 
Corinthians, I determined not to know any thing 
among you fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified.* 
With reſpect to himſelf and his brethren he 
obſerves, we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord. The meaning of theſe reſolu- 
tions is not, that in their preaching they always E 


dwelt upon the perſon and offices of Chriſt, his 


mediation, death and reſurrection, &c. but they 
preached and defended his religion, in oppoſt- 
tion to every other ſyſtem. 


* Ep : 
WaiLE miniſters explain the Laws of the 


Redeemer's kingdom, and urge men to a com- 


pliance with the duties of piety and juſtice, be- 
nevolence and ſobriety, by thoſe powerful motives 


| ſuggeſted in the goſpel, they may, with the ut- 


moſt propriety, be ſaid to PRTACcH CHRIST. 
St. Paul, when he was brought before Felix the 
Roman Governor, diſcourſed concerning THE 
FAITH OF CHRIST; and the ſubjects on which 
he reaſoned, were righteouſneſs, temperance and 
a future judgment. 

Cnz1sT muſt be repreſented as a Lawgiver, 
as well as a Saviour, and as a PREACHER or 


* x Corinthians ji. 2. + 2 Corinthians iv. 5. 
Acts xxiv. [25, 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS, who has given us a moſt no- 
ble and complete ſyſtem of morals, enforced by 
the moſt ſubſtantial and worthy motives. The 
doctrines and precepts, the promiſes and threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, are all of the utmoſt im- 
portance in the ceconomy of our ſalvation, and 
muſt be held up to view by thoſe who ARE SET 
POR ITS DEFENCE, | 


Ir is not ſafe for the miniſters of Chriſt to 
ſelect ſome particular truths which happen to 
be peculiarly coincident with their own taſte 
and temper, and to ſpend all their time in DE- 
FENCE of theſe, to the neglect of other parts of 
the ſyſtem ; but the © whole counſel of God” 
ſo far as they know it, is to be declared and re- 
preſented in themoſtengagingview.—lf aperſon, 
ſays one, who is placed in a garriſon to defend it, 
buſies himſelf in ſecuring ſuch parts of the forti- 
fication as are moſt inacceſſible and out of dan- 
ger, and neglects others which are weakeſt, and 
where the enemy may do him moſt miſchief, he 
ſhews himſelf very unfit for his poſt. And fo 
in like manner, where men's zeal is carried out 
in DEFENCE of very abſtruſe matters, which at 
beſt it is diſputable whether there is any truth 
in them, and at the ſame time are ſecure and calm 


vith reſpect to ſuch doctrines as tend directly to 
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weaken men's endeavours after holineſs and vir- 
tue; or if their pzreNce is ſo wholly and viru- 
lently employed about matters of ſpeculation, 
as to neglect, and, it may be, deſtroy charity, it 
is evident they are very unfit to be SET roR THE 
DEFENCE OF THE GosPEL. And however God 
may fend them in other reſpects, there is little 
reaſon to think that He raiſes them up for any 
fuch purpoſe as they may be apt to imagine. 


Wr are, in the next place, to conſider the 
manner in which the Goſpel may be moſt 
ſucceſsfully defended. 


As the religion of Jeſus is addreſſed to the 
reaſon and conſciences of men, it is evident that 
all methods to DEFeND it, beſides thoſe of argu- 
ment and perſuaſion, muſt be contrary to his 
will and injurious to his cauſe.| His © king- 
dom 1s not of this world.” No violent, coer- 
cive meaſures were adopted to erect it at firſt, 
nor can they, in any. period, fubſerve its in- 
tereſts. 


* Mr. Prince, 


ſj The word Aroroc ra, which we render apology, 
properly ſignifies, to plead any cauſe, and to adduce the 
ſeveral arguments by which it is ſupported. See Acts 
xi. 1. XXV. 16. 
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CKRISTIANS, indeed, forgetting the nature 
of their religion, and the example of their com- 
paſſionate Savior, have called in the powers of 
the world, to eſtabliſh their particular ſyſtems. 
Their angry paſſions have been inflamed againſt 
their brethren, becauſe they could not ſee with 
their eyes; and the church of Chriſt for ſeveral 
ages, appeared like an ACELDAMA, a FIELD OP 
BLooD. Immenſe multitudes have fallen ſa- 
crifices to the unrelenting hand of perſecution. 
The rage and fury which the profeſſed diſciples 
of the meek and lowly Jeſus have exerciſed to- 
wards each other, have been infinitely more pre- 
judicial to his cauſe, than all the attacks of its 
avowed enemies. Since the RESURRECTION OF 
LETTERS, and the diffuſion of a ſpirit of enqui- 
ry, this intolerant temper has been gradually 
declining ; and it is moſt devoutly to be wiſh- 
ed that it may be buried in everlaſting oblivion, 


Sr. Paul, who was, in an eminent ſenſe, 
SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL, con- 
fined himſelf to thoſe methods which are adapt- 
ed to enlighten the mind and reform the heart. 
He reaſoned with men on the momentous con- 
cerns of religion and another world. He-claim- 
ed no dominion over the faith and conſciences 
of his hearers; but exhibited the truths of the 


1 
Goſpel in the ſtrongeſt point of view, accom- 
panied with ſuch proofs and atteſtations as were 
beſt adapted to carry conviction: He reaſoned 
with the Jews, from the ſcriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, alledging that many of the ancient 
prophecies were exactly fulfilled in Jeſus of Na- 
rareth. Among thoſe who were deſtitute of 
the oracles of God, he reaſoned on the perfec- 
tions and providence of the one Supreme Deity, 
and the admirable diſplay of his wiſdom and bene- 
volence in the advent of his beſt beloved Son. 
He held up to their view the noble diſcoveries 
of the Goſpel, and urged their acceptance of a 
crucified Saviour, with all that zeal and ardor, 
which a tender concern for their everlaſting hap- 
pineſs could inſpire. In this important work, 
God was pleaſed to bear him abundant teſtimo- 
ny by < divers ſigns and miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” In defence of the truth, he 
employed his utmoſt abilities, endured the moſt 
grievous ſufferings, and finally ſacrificed his life. 


In. a mode ſimilar to this, ſo far as circum- 
ſtances will allow, miniſters, in all ages, are to 
DEFEND THE GOSPEL. Though the enemies of 
this divine inſtitution are few, compared with 
what they were in primitive times; yet there are 
many, in the preſent age, who have fallen into 


693 
INFIDELITY and SCEPTICISM. They pretend 
either that reaſon is a ſufficient guide to future 
glory,or that chriſtianity is aſyſtem above human 
comprehenſion, or that it is not ſupported by au- 
thencic evidence. Men indeed, of the greateſt 
abilities and learning, have appeared Id or- 
FENCE or THE GOSPEL, and have argued the 
cauſe beyond a poſſibility of a reaſonable reply. 
But unbelievers ſtill perſiſt in their oppoſition, 
and retail the ſame objections which have been 
urged a hundred times before, and as often re- 
futed. If they want ability or inclination to 
reaſon on the ſubject, they have recourſe to 
banter and ridicule, as if religion, on which 
our everlaſting happineſs depends, was a proper 
ſubject of jeſt and raillery. Others, who are 
not infidels in ſpeculation, have fallen into a 
ſtate of total qutETIsu and INDIFFERENCE 
with reſpect to religion. They will not be at 
the pains to enquire after truth, nor to attend 
upon the ordinances which Chriſt has eſtabliſhed 
in his Church. It concerns, therefore, the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt to DEFEND THE GOSPEL, by 
proving the purity and excellency of its doctrines 
and laws ; by ſhewing that it is a diſpenſation 
worthy of God for its Author, .and admirably 
adapted to the circumſtances of mankind. By 
pointing out the inſufficiency of reaſon under 
C 


important truths, they are to evince that the 
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its greateſt improvements to inveſtigate many 


goſpel is a moſt rich and invaluable bleſſing. 
They are to vindicate the doctrines of revela- 
tion from the miſrepreſentations of ignorant and 
deſigning men; to detect and expoſe their fal - 
lacious reaſonings, and to eſtabliſh the truth on 
its proper baſis. | | 


— Whozvzr undertakes to DEFEND THE GOS- 
PEL, muſt lay much ſtreſs upon its internal evi- 
dence. Without this no external proofs would 
be ſufficient to perſuade men to embrace it. But 
if they can be convinced that its doctrines ate 
all « according to godlineſs, fitted to purify 
and refine our nature, and to aſſimilate us to the 
pattern of perfection, their minds will be hap» 
pily prepared for the admiſſion of that evidence 
which ariſes from miracles and the fulfilment 
of prophecies. If they ſee that its precepts are 
all „holy, juſt and good ;” and that the bleſ- 
ſings which it enſures, are inconceivably great, 
they will eaſily be led to acknowledge its di- 


vine original. 


Trovcn miraculous powers have long ſince 
been withdrawn from the church, and no man 
can now give thoſe authentic proofs of his miſ- 
fon which St. Paul did, yet miniſters, in every 
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age, are to appeal to the miracles of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, as ſtanding credentials of the chriſ- 
tian revelation. That theſe aſtoniſhing works 
were performed, we have as good evidence as of 
other paſt facts and tranſactions ;. and they 
afford an eaſy and compendious proof of reve- 
lation, For if they were above the reach of the 
laws of nature, if the immediate power of God 
was viſible in them, it will follow, either that 
che doctrines were true which they were deſign- 
ed to eſtabliſh, or that a Being of infinite wiſ- 


dom and beneyolence has ſet his ſeal to a lie, 


FuRTHER, they who are sET FOR THE DE- 
YENCE OF THE GOSPEL, may urge the exact ac- 
compliſhment of a great variety of prophecies 
as a ſubſtantial proof of the truth of revelation. 
The predictions reſpecting the incarnation and 
life, the ſufferings, death and reſurrection of 
Chriſt, were ſo compleatly accompliſhed, that 
whoever compares them with thoſe important 
events, will find conviction forcing itſelf upon 
his mind. Thoſe prophecies alſo, which relate 
to the FOUR GREAT MONARCHIES which were to 
riſe in ſucceſſion; to the Man or N who ſhould 
exalt himſelf above all that is called God; to 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the diſperſion 
of God's choſen people among all nations, af- 
ford the moſt complete and ſatisfactory evidence 


( 20 ) 
that “holy men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” Some of theſe 
important events which were pointed out by the 
ſpirit of prophecy four thouſand years ago, are 


accompliſhed in our own times, ſo that we have 
a kind of oc. R DEMONSTRATION of the truth 


of the Goſpel.* Since theſe prophecies refer to 


events which no human ſagacity could foreſee, 
they muſt have been ſugyeſted by that glorious 
Being to whom all things are «naked and open.” 


Now the miniſters of the Goſpel muft be 
ready TO DEFEND IT by adducing thoſe proofs on 
which the truth of it reſts. As occaſion requires, 
they muſt © be ready to give a reaſon of their 
hope, and to ſhew that they have not followed 
cunningly deviſed fables.” It is their duty to 
vindicate and ſupport the Goſpel, not only againſt 
the attacks of infidels, but alſo of all others 
who attempt the perverſion of it. —If any doc- 
trines are palmed upon the ſcriptures which are 
diſhonorary to God, and hazardous to the ſouls 
of men, it is the province of the miniſters of 
Chriſt to bear teſtimony againſt them. If any 
ſyſtem is held up which directly tends to ſap 
the foundations of moral virtue to cut the ſi- 
news of exertion, and to lead men to indulge | 


* The prophecies reſpecting the Jews, delivered by 
Moſes, are referred to. 
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a fond hope of being ſaved in their ſins, they. 


cannot connive at it without a manifeſt violation, 
of their duty to their Divine Maſter. 


Iv ſhort, they are to DEFEND THE GOSPEL, 
by exhibiting the important truths of it to 
the people, in a clear and convincing view. All 
their diſcourſes muſt be rational and ſcriptural, 
plain and practical. © By manifeſtation of the 
truth, they are to commend themſelves to the 
conſciences of men. As ſpiritual watchmen, 
they are to warn the people of the extreme dan- 
ger of perſiſting in their infidelity and wicked- 
neſs, and to urge them by the moſt preſſing im- 
portunity to flee to the city of refuge. As 
ec Stewards of the myſteries of God,” they are 
to diſpenſe the rich proviſions of his houſe, and 
c give to every man his portion in due ſeaſon.” 
As Ambaſſadors of the Prince of peace, they 
are to proclaim the terms of pardon and life, 
and © to beſeech men in his ſtead, to be recon- 


ciled to God.“ 


IT is evident from this brief view of the paſ- 
toral office, that it is important and difficult, 
and that ſpecial qualifications are neceſſary for 
the diſcharge of it. This is the laſt branch of 
our ſubject, to conſider ſome of the principal 
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qualifications which are en for THE DE- 
PENCB OF THE GOSPEL, 


One thing indiſpenſibly neceſſary, is, an in- 
timate acquaintance with that Goſpel which they 
are to DEFEND. They muſt be © Scribes well 
inſtructed to the kingdom of God.” Furniſh. 
ed with clear ideas of the doctrines of revela- 
tion, and the ſeveral proofs on which the truth 
of it reſts, they will be able to plead the cauſe 
of their divine Lord in the moſt effectual man- 
ner. But if their acquaintance with the Goſpel 
is {light and ſuperficial, if they have never con- 
fidered the objections advanced by its adverſa- 
ries, they will preſently be foiled and overcome, 
and religion itſelf will ſuffer on their account. 


In the preſent enlightened age of the world, 
when every ſubject is canvaſſed with the utmoſt 
freedom, and Deiſtical books are circulated, it 
is of the utmoſt importance that the miniſter, 
of religion ſhould be amply furniſhed with 


knowledge in their profeſſion. 


Sven a degree of theological knowledge as 
will qualify men to DEFEND THE GOSPEL with 
ſucceſs, muſt be the effect of ſtudy and cloſe ap- 


| plication. Since the days of Inſpiration, no 


man can rationally expect any extraordinary 
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communications of light. If any one ſhould 


make pretenſions to theſe, he muſt produce ſa- 


tisſactory evidence of his miſſion, before he can 
have any title to credit. 


Sincs the will of God is clearly revealed in 
the ſcriptures, our knowledge of religion is to 
be derived principally from this ſacred ſource: 
Thoſe, therefore, who are -SET FOR THE DE- 
FENCE OF THE GOSPEL, muſt, with diligence 
and impartiality, apply themſelves to the ſtudy 
of the oracles of God. The inveſtigation: of 
truth muft employ much of their time and at- 
tention. It will be of no ſmall advantage, to 
read the ſcriptures in thoſe languages in which 
they were originally written, and to cultivate 
anacquaintancewith all thoſe branches of ſcience 
which have any connection with Theology. 


However ſome may have ſuggeſted, that 
no advances have been made in doctrinal know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures, for ſome centuries, I am 
fully perſuaded that this facred ſcience is capa- 
ble of progreſſive improvement. As one obſerves, 
Grammarians, Philoſophers and Hiſtorians 
have ſearched the ſcriptures, and their ſearch 
has been amply rewarded. An enlarged com- 
prehenſion of the ſcheme of Providence, and 
the courſe of human affairs, has enabled ſome 


|; 
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to attain that ſenſe which was too profound for 
ordinary minds. An intimate acquaintance with 
ancient languages and manners, has expounded 
the meaning of many paſſages which have been 
miſunderſtood and miſrepreſented ; and ſacred 
criticiſm, proceeding on ſound principles, and 
conducted by men of erudition and information, 
has, in numberleſs inſtances, reſcued the ſcrip- 
tures from the charge of abſurdity and incon- 
ſiſtency, and has demonſtrated the effectual care 
with which Providence has preſerved the oracles, 
that were firſt given by inſpiration of God, from 
deſtruction or from groſs corruptions. The. 
different interpretations which the ſame texts had 
received in the eagerneſs of controverſy, have 
corrected one another; and the diligence and 
acuteneſs with which theological writers have 
ſifted the opinions of their adverſaries, have aſ- 
ſiſted candid minds in apprehending the truth. 
Hiſtorical reſearches have elucidated propheſy, 
and the beauty of the poetical parts of ſcripture, 
as well as the exactneſs of thoſe that are narra- 
tive, have received many delightful and ſtriking 
illuſtrations from the reports of thoſe whom the 
extenſion of modern commerce has carried to 
viſit parts of the world that are far removed 


from us.* 


* Dr. H11.1s* ſermon before the Society in Scotland 
for propagating Chriſtian knowledge. 
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AxorRHER qualification neceſſary for THE 
DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL, is, courage or chriſ- 
tian fortitude. Miniſters are to © endure hard- 
neſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt.” In the 
execution of their office, they muſt expect much 
oppoſition from men of corrupt minds. Fidelity 
to their important truſt, will ſometimes inflame 
men's angry paſſions, and give riſe to the moſt 
opprobrious and abuſive language. © Some 
will miſconſtrue their deſigns ; others will cen- 
ſure where they ought to applaud. Some in 
whom they rejoiced as the ſeeds of their miniſtry, 
will fall into the ſnare of the devil, and turn 
from the holy commandment. In the courſe of 
a few years, they will probably ſee thoſe who 
were once warm friends, deſert them through 
fickleneſs or caprice, or unreaſonable diſguſts 
which they cannot account for or prevent.” 


Tux numerous difficulties with which they 
muſt conflict, will be apt to break their ſpirits 
and diſqualify them for their work, unleſs they 
are poſſeſſed of a good ſhare of fortitude and 
reſolution. St. Paul has exhibited a noble ex- 
ample of this miniſterial virtue. Amidſt the 
ſhock of the moſt violent temptations, he re- 
tained his firmneſs and fortitude, and © counted 
not his life dear to him, that he might finiſh 


D 
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his courſe with joy and the — which he 
had received of the Lord.“ 


Att who arc SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF 
THE GOSPEL, muſt, in like manner, hold faſt 
their integrity, whatever the conſequences may 
be with reſpect to the opinion of the world. In 
this way they cannot fail to ſecure that ineſti- 
mable pleaſure which ariſes from the approba- 
tion of their own minds; they will alſo obtain 
the eſteem of all the wiſe and good, and be at 
laſt entitled to the plaudit of their glorious 
Maſter, their final Judge. 


FurTasR, a candid benevolent temper is a 


bright ornament of the miniſterial character. 


The Goſpel indiſpenſibly requires this of ALL 
its profeſſors. The example of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles moſt forcibly recommend it. The 


miniſters of the Goſpel, being all the diſciples 


of the ſame Maſter, and embarked in the ſame 
glorious cauſe, ought ever to cultivate a ſincere 
affection for one another, and for all ſuch as 
© call on the name of the Lord.” Narrow 
bigotted ſentiments and views will tarniſh the 
luſtre of valuable accompliſhments, and con- 


tract the ſphere of their uſefulneſs in the 
world. 


1 


Ir is demonſtrably certain that real piety is 
not confined to any particular denomination of 
chriſtians, and that thoſe principles which re- 
form the heart and the life, can never prove 
deſtructive to the ſouls of men. © The worſt 
hereſy which ever exiſted, is, an immoral and 
wicked life.” 


AmipsT all the variety of ſects and parties 
into which chriſtians have been divided, they 
have been generally agreed with reſpect to the 
capital and moſt important truths of religion. 
All chriſtians believe the exiſtence and perfecti- 
ons of the one ſupreme God, the Author and 
Supporter. of the univerſe, and his providential 
government of the world ; they believe the ad- 
vent of his beſt beloved Son to redeem and ſave 
a periſhing world ; they awn that ſalvation is by 
grace through faith ; that a divine influence on 
the mind is neceſſary to produce and cultivate a 
holy and heavenly temper; that Chriſt having 
been © delivered for our offences, was raiſed 
from the dead by the glory of the Father,” was 
veſted with ſupreme dominion, and conſtituted 
the Judge of quick and dead; they believe the 
reſurrection of the dead and a future retribution 
according to the deeds done in the body. 
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NoTwrTHSTANDING their diſagreement in 
fome other matters, with ſuch ſentiments they 
may cultivate a ſupreme affection to God; they 
may unite in their regards to Him who is the 
Brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his perſon ;”” they may “love one 
another with a pure heart fervently,” and © keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace.” 


Wu the miniſters of religion are firm in 
DEFENCE of what they apprehend to be the truth, 


they cannot condemn their brethren who judge 
differently, without a manifeſt violation of that 


CHARITY WHICH NEVER FAILETH. 


IT muſt be added, that miniſters ought to be 
men of unaffected piety and devotion. Senſible 
of the difficulty and importance of their work, 
they are frequently to repair to the Father of 
lights for his gracious direction and influence. 
As © the hearts of all men are in his hand,” 
and he alone © can teach his people to profit,” 
they are to look ultimately to him for the ſucceſs 
of all their labors. | 


Wirnour an entire and abſolute dependance 
on God, and frequent applications to him © for 
grace to help in time of need,” they will never 
be able effectually To DEFEND THE GOSPEL. 
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Tux time will not permit me to enlarge; 
otherwiſe I might ſhew the happy influence 
which humility, meekneſs, patience and tem- 
perance in all things have in the proſecution of 
the miniſterial work. I cannot forbear to men- 
tion CHRISTIAN PRUDENCE, however deſpiſed 
by ſome, as a cardinal virtue in the miniſterial 
character. This is eſſentially different from 
that craft and policy which lead ſome men to 
adopt any MEASURES to gain popularity and 
to ſubſerve their preſent intereſt. It conſiſts in 


WISDOM AND SOUND JUDGMENT, whereby a 
miniſter is enabled ro accommodate himſelf to 


the ſtate and circumſtances of his flock, and 
after the example of one who was eminent for 
his DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL, to © become all 
things to all men,” ſo far as he can with a good 
conſcience, * that he may by all means fave 
fome.” The want of pruptNcE will caſt a ſhade' 
upon the brighteſt accompliſhments, and involve 
a miniſter in many perplexities from which it 
may be difficult, if not impoſſible, to extricate 
himſelf, 


Tur ſubject will be cloſed with one or two 
obvious remarks, and thoſe addreſſes which are 
uſual on this occaſion, 


1 

It is evident from the foregoing Diſ- 
courſe, that the work of a Goſpel-miniſter 
is truly HonNoRABLE. To DEFEND and ſup- 
port the civil rights and liberties of mankind, 
and to emancipate them from tyranny and deſ- 
potiſm, reflect a luſtre on a man's character, 
and his name is tranſmitted with honor to ſuc- 
ceeding generations. Is 1t not a more glorious 
work, to be inſtrumental of reſcuing men from 
the dominion of fin and ſatan, and of vindica- 
ting them into © the glorious liberty of the ſons. 
of God ?” Can that be thought a mean and ig- 
noble work, in which the moſt illuſtrious per- 
ſonage who ever viſited this earth was engaged; 
to which the holy apoſtles and many of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men, in all ages, have devoted 
their time and talents? All the reproach and 
contempt which are caſt upon the Goſpel- mi- 
niſtry, muſt terminate upon the glorious Author 
of it. This is his own language, He that 
deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpi- 
feth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me.“ | 


FURTHER, as miniſters are SET FOR THÞ 
DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL, they may depend 
on the great CAPTAIN OF SALVATION” for 


all neceſſary aid, and for the reward of all their 


* Luke x. 16. 
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faithful ſervices. He has graciouſly promiſed 
to be with his faithful miniſters, to the end of 
the world, to enlighten their minds, to inſpire 
them with vigor and reſolution 1n their arduous 
work, and to enable them to perſevere in their 
holy courſe.— He has inſured them a diſtin- 
guiſhed and glorious reward in the world to 
come, which will infinitely repay all their labors 
and ſufferings in his cauſe. Though they ſhould 
be poor and deſtitute in this world; though 
their endeavors to ſerve mankind in their moſt 
important intereſts, ſhould, in many inſtances, 
prove unſucceſsful, yet their divine Lord will 
view them with the moſt entire approbation 
and when He comes © to be glorified in his 
ſaints,” He will ſay to them,“ Well done good 
and faithful ſervants, enter into the joy of your 
Lord.” 


Sven hopes and proſpects, My WORTHY 
FRIEND, Will animate and ſupport you in enter- 
ing upon this important office. I am perſuaded 
that you have examined the evidence on which 
the truth of the goſpel reſts, and that you have 
embraced this excelent ſyſtem upon RATIONAL 
CONVICTION. As you are NOW TO BE SET FOR THP 
DEFENCE OF IT, you will employ your utmoſt 
abilities to recommend it to the belief and ac- 
ceptance of all men, Being, in the courſe of di- 
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vine Providence, fixed in this LARGE and po- 
PULOUS TOWN, Where your miniſtry will be at- 
tended by many perſons of TASTE and REFINE= 
MENT, your diſcourſes muſt be correct and ela- 
| borate, and your whole time muſt be devoted 
to the buſineſs of your profeſſion. 


Wirn a mind open to conviction, you will 
be ready to receive light from what quarter ſo- 
ever it may be reflected. Fully apprized that 
real religion does not conſiſt in MERE SPECU= 
LATIVE OPINIONS, you will be ready to em- 
brace, in the arms of your charity, all wiſe and 


good men. 


IT is happy for you, Sir, that being called 
ſo early in life to take the paſtoral care of this 
LARGE SOCIETY, you can have the advice, coun- 
ſel and aſſiſtance of a pious and excellent miniſ- 
ter, who for ſo many years has been over them 
in the Lord. His exact knowledge of the 
ſtate of the flock, his experience and prudence 
may be of eminent advantage. 


You will always treat him with that reſpect, 
tenderneſs and affection which his character and 


+ Rev. Mr. Cary, who has been ſettled about 20 years. 
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fituation require, and continue to deſerve that 
high eſteem which he now entertains of you. 


May you, for many years, be “a burning 
and ſhining light in this golden candleſtick.“ 
May you always exhibit a bright example of 
thoſe graces and virtues which you recommend 
to others. By your fidelity and diligence in the 
diſcharge of your duty, may you always approve 
yourſelf to the conſciences of your hearers. 
May you ſerve God and your generation in ſuch 


a manner as to ſecure the approbation of your 
own mind, and when the chicf Shepherd ſhall 


appear, may you receive a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away.” 


Brethren, beloved of this Church and Cbriſti- 

an Society, 

W1TH extreme concern we beheld your ami- 
able and faithful paſtor taken off from his labors 
in the midſt of his days, in the midſt of his 
uſefulneſs, while there was the faireſt proſpect 
of his rendering you effential ſervice, and of 
promoting the intereſts of the Redeemer's king- 
dom. This event is among the myſteries of 
divine Providence, which are, at preſent, above 
human inveſtigation. His diſintereſted bene- 
volence and love have * ſtrikingly manifeſt- 


645 
ed towards you in his chearful reſignation of 
that LIVING which he was entitled to, during 
the remainder of his days. Your tenderneſs, 
affection and generoſity towards him, reflect 
the higheſt honor on your character, and will 
be had in EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE, * 


May God almighty till protract his precious 
life, and enable him, by his counſels and exam- 
ple, to promote the everlaſting intereſts of his 
beloved flock. May HE who has all diſeaſes 
at his command, ſo reſtore his health, that he 
may OCCASIONALLY diſpenſe to you the word 
of truth and break the bread of life, May the 
remainder of his days be peaceful, joyous and 
happy ; and may you finally meet him at the 
right of 'Chriſt, and unite in the concert of an- 
gels and glorified ſpirits in the celebration of 
the praiſes of God and the Lamb. 


Unrzrcxep gratitude is due to the God and 
Father of all, that HE has heard your prayers, 
and ſucceeded your endeavors in obtaining ano- 
ther paſtor, who, we truft, will alſo be * after 
his own heart.” —Receive him as a precious aſ- 
cenſion- gift of our glorious Lord. Attend upon 
his miniſtrations with diligence and candor, 


* See the Letters annexed to the Rev. Dr. Tuckzr's 
Sermon at the Faſt, previous to the choice of a Miniſter. 


( 3s 
ce Deſpiſe not his youth.” * See that he be. 
with you, without fear, for he worketh the work 
of the Lord” Cultivate, with the moſt aſſi- 
duous care, that harmony, peace and love, which 
have heretofore ſhed their benign influences 
upon you. Exerciſe all that condeſcenſion and 
tenderneſs towards one another, which the Goſ- 
pel recommends. For many years to come, 
may you rejoice in the faithful labors of this 
fervant of Chriſt, to whom the care of your 
fouls is now to he committed. May he always 
ſhare that eſteem, affection and ſupport, which 
his worthy predeceſſors in office have received 
from you. May you and your children be heirs 
wich him of the grace of life, and be trained up 
for the immortal joys of the kingdom of God. 


In fine, may we all who are now aſſembled 
on this important occaſion, improve our talents 
and opportunities for the glory of God, and 
our own everlaſting happineſs. May thoſe of 
us who are SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
6OSPEL, employ the utmoſt diligence and zeal 
in proſecution of this noble work. 


My F athers and Brethren, 


Wr ſerve a glorious Maſter, who will amply 
reward all our faithful labors. Let us remem- 


- 


; ( 36 ) 

ber that the time is ſhort and uncertain. Our 
days are paſſing with amazing velocity. May 
we therefore act, in all our miniſtrations, under 
the powerful impreſſions of our approaching 
change, and © watch for ſouls as thoſe who muſt 
give account,” 


Mar all claſſes of people eſteem the religion 
of Jeſus as worthy of the moſt cordial accepta- 
tion. Let them attend the miniſtry of the word 
with diligence, candor, and a fincere deſire of 
ſpiritual advantage. Let them ſeriouſly conſi- 
der the ſoleumn account which they muſt give to 
the Lord of all, for the diſtinguiſhing advan- 
tages which they now enjoyůy;)y;. 


MAY WE ALL BE KEPT BY THE 
POWER OF GOD, THROUGH 
FAITH UNTO SALVATION. 
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DEAR SIR, 
erties HE work, to which you have 


88 devoted yourſelf, and are now 
* T A ſolemnly ſeparated, in the ordi- 
AN nary ſcriptural method, by prayer 
eg with the laying on of the hands 


v of the preſbytery, is facred and 
important; it is the work of the goſpel-miniſtry, 
into which, with this ſolemnity, you are intro- 
duced, that with regularity and order, you may 
perform all the duties of a miniſter of the goſpel, 
wherever in providence you may be called, and 
in particular, among this people, whoſe election 
of you to this purpoſe as colleague-paſtor with 
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the Rev. Mr. Caxv, together with your con- 
= t, forms a ſpecial relation between you and 
them. | 


From a private ſtation you are hereby eleva- 
ted to the high rank of an Ambaſſador of the 
firſt officer in God's ſpiritual kingdom, to ne- 
gotiate the _ concerns of reconciliation 
between him and ſinful men. Your authority, 
as well as ous, is derived from the great Head 
of the church, far we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt 
as though God did beſeech ſinners by us; it 


is our part, therefore, to pray them, in Chriſt's 


ſtead, and by every argument to preſs them, ta 
be reconciled to God. 


THis high advancement, with the duties and 
trials attending it, demands your moſt ſerious 
attention and firmeſt reſolution ; for, in propor- 
tion to the dignity of your office and to the diſ- 
charge of the duties belonging to it will be 
your final ſentence. If you are a wiſe and faith- 
ful ſervant, you will hereafter be honored with 
the approbation and applauſe of your Maſter, 
and have the happineſs to hear announced from 
his mouth, well done, good and faithful ſervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord: But, if you 
are negligent and unfaithful, yex will have your 
portion with bypocrites and unbelievers, as de- 
ſerving the greateſt diſhonor and ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment, 


Ws therefore wiſh to engage your attention 
to the preſent ſolemn and intereſting tranſaction, 
and to urge you 70 take heed to the miniſtry 
which you have thus received in the Lord, that 


vou fulfil it. 


( 39 ) 


Dil rover in the further acquiſition of thoſe 
accompliſhments that pay Query you for this 
e, dence will dictate as your firſt 
bins danch to lay a foundation for the diſ- 
charge of the duties of your office, with repu- 
tation and ſafety to yourſelf, and with advan- 
tage to others: Give therefore your attendance 
to reading—to reading the holy ſcriptures, and 
alſo to reading books of human compoſition : 
But, in the uſe of all means for improvement 
in knowledge, judge for yourſelf ; call no man 
maſter on earth, for one is your Maſter in heaven, 
even Chrift ; to his dictates pay a ſacred regard; 
ſearch the ſcriptures for they teſtify of him, and 
ſhew the way to that ſalvation you are to offer 
to ſinners. | 


Tux greater your attention to the goſpel is, 
the leſs will you be in danger of being miſled, 
by the ſcholaſtic diſtinctions and wild notions 
of imperfect and fanatic men. With a mind 
diveſted of prepoſſeſſions, open to the admiſ- 
ſion of the evidence of truth, and removed 
from a ſervile dependence on the deciſions of 
the GREAT and coop, you ought aſſiduouſly 
to ſearch out the good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God, which you are to preach to 
others; and to be unwearied in the noble pur- 
| ſuit, that you may be thoroughly furniſhed for 
your buſineſs, and that you may not put off to 
your people, any impure mixture of your own 
with the word of truth, or teach for doctrines 
the commandments of men ; but as a ſcribe well 
inſtruted to the kingdom of heaven, may bring 
out of your treaſure things new and old, and for 
the guidance and edification of your hearers 
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may hold forth the word of life in its purity, 
and preach the goſpel in its ſimplicity and pow- 
er.—With the apoſtle, you are to preach Chriſt 
crucified, and the doctrines which ſtand in a cloſe 
connexion with this important truth, all which 
are according to godlineſs, and tend to promote 
practical religion in the world. 


Your truſt is indeed great and big with the 
future fates of men; and your concern, as a 
Neward of the myſtzries of God to be found faith- 
ful, will be in proportion to the ſenſe in your 
own mind, that you watch for ſouls as one who 
muſs give account. 


To give energy to your inſtructions, and 
make them the more efficacious, the goſpel you 
preach to others muſt, on your part, be adorn- 
ed with a blameleſs and exemplary life. The 
impreſſion which goſpel truths have made upon 
your mind, will naturally be productive of this 
happy effect, ſo neceſſary with advantage to 
ſupport the miniſtertal character and to anſwer 
the purpoſe of its inſtitution. Your example 
will be more noticed by men in general, and be 
more influential upon them, than the example 
of any chriſtian in a private capacity; and, ac- 
cording as it ſhall be good or bad, will render 
_ inſtructions more or leſs impreſſive and 

neficial : A regard to the honor of your Lord, 
and the good 1 ſouls, ought then to lead you 
to vigilance and circumſpection; that you may, 
not only, do nothing whereby your uſefulneſs 
may be obſtructed, but deport yourſelf in ſuch 
a manner as ſhall give weight and energy to the 
truths you deliver. Be thou therefore a pattern 
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of good works, in the exemplification of all the 
graces and virtues enjoined by the great Author 
of our holy religion; and let your light ſo ſhine 


before men, that they may ſee your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 


Tux ſervice, to which you have devoted 
yourſelf, you are to remember, is not without 
its peculiar trials, which it is your duty to bear 
with fortitude and perſeverance. Your Maſ- 
ter's kingdom is not of this world; you therefore 
are not to amuſe yourſelf with the expectation 
of worldly emoluments—of dividing the ſpoil 
with the rich, the honorable and the great ; but 
to prepare yourſelf for the ſecular inconvenien- 
ces that attend your profeſſion. As a mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, you will meet with many 
things of a humiliating nature, from the hu- 
mour and prejudices of an unfriendly world. 
By the many, whoſe minds are unimpreſſed with 
a ſenſe of the moral fitneſs of piety, and are, 
at leaſt indifferent to the devotional part of re- 
ligion, you may expect, like your great Maſter, 
to be lightly eſteemed. For your fidelity, in 
expoſing the vices of men and urging them to 
a better temper and practice, you may alſo ex- 
pect to be compenſated, with obloquy and re- 
proach, by ſome, and to be accounted their enc- 
my, becauſe you tell them the truth. 


Bur, in proportion to the degree of your 
ſelf-denial and patient ſufferings in the cauſe of 
Chriſt, will be your future reward. With a 
ready and firm mind, therefore, be thou partoker 


of the affliftions of the goſpel. Endure harane/s 


85 a good ſoldier of 755 Chriſt. Let none of 
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theſe things move you, neither count your life dear 
unto yourſelf, ſo that you may finiſh your courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry, which you bave re- 
cerved of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the grace of God, 


A LITTLE reflection on the imperfection in- 
cident to human nature, in its beſt ſtate, muſt 
convince you, that your dependence ought not 
to be upon yourſelf to go through this ardu- 
ous work, but on Him, whoſe you are, and whom 
you ſerve ; and here you are encouraged to de- 
pend, by his moſt gracious and animating pro- 
miſe to his apoſtles and to all after them, unto 
whom ſhould be committed the word of recon- 
ciliation : Lo 1 am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Be thou therefore ſtrong 
in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


By this voluntary and ſolemn dedication of 
yourſelf to God, in the ſervice of his Son, you 
are ſet for the defence of the goſpel, and are un- 
der the higheſt obligation to endeavour to pro- 
mote its intereſt among men: Neglect not there- 
fore the gift that is in thee; but keep, and exe- 


cute with fidelity, that which is committed to thy 


truſt. Me charge you before God and the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and dead, 


at his nppearing and his kingdom; preach the 
word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, re- 
prove, rebuke, enbort, with all long-ſuffering and 
doftrine—in doctrine ſhew uncorrupineſs, gravity 
and ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned, and 
by manifeſtation of the truth, commend yourſelf to 
every man's conſcience—ſhun not to declare all the 


counſel of God, and ſtudy to ſhew thyſelf approved 


Cal 


fo him, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the ward of truth. 


Take heed to thyſelf—to the ſtate of your own. 
mind ; and ſee to it that your heart be right in 
the ſight of God—that you are ſavingly impreſſ- 
ed with the truths—that you cultivate the graces 
and exemplity the virtues you preach. To this 
pon, your own ſafety will fix your attention, 
et by any means when you bave preached to o- 
thers, you yourſelf. ſhould be a caſt-away. 


TraarT in your common intercourſe with 
men, your behaviour may correſpond to the 
deſign of your public character, keep in view 
the direction of our Lord to the firſt miniſters 
of his religion, and to all after them, who 
ſhould be employed in the ſame work : Be ye 
wiſe as ſerpents and Noun as doves. Let 
prudence and innocence mark your general de- 
portment, that no man may have occaſion to 
deſpiſe thy youth. Be thou an example to be- 
lievers in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
Hpirit, in faith, in purity. 


THAT you therefore may execute this great 
truſt to your own peace and final ſecurity, and 
to the edification and happineſs of others, take 

ed to thyſelf and to thy doctrine, continue in 
ihem, for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave 
thyſelf and them that hear thee. 

Bur if, from an attentive view of the labours 
and trials attending this /acred office, you ſhould 
be ready to ſuſpect your own ability, and to 
exclaim, who is ſufficient for theſe things? your 
penſive mind may be relieved, by recollecting 
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that the grace of God, which he is ever ready 
to afford to his faithful ſervants, is ſufficient 
for you. And be aſſured, Dear Sir, that a con- 
ſtant intercourſe with heaven by a life of piety 
and virtue, and a firm dependance upon the 
kind and unfailing promiſes of our common 
Maſter, will lighten your burdens, give vigour 
to your exertions, and facilitate your work : 
And, if, with unwearied aſſiduity and perſe- 
vering fortitude, you purſue the great end of 
your miniſtry, that, hen the chief Shepherd 
ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away, 


A M E N, 
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S that part of the public ſervices 
of this day, which is commonly 
called, VIX THE RIGHT 
HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, is aſ- 
ſigned to me, I may be allowed, 
x I preſume, to introduce it, by 
a brief attempr to point out its reaſonableneſs 
and propriety, as ariſing from the nature of 


Chriſtian Societies, and the intention of that 
ſignificant ceremony, 
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Ous bleſſed Saviour, who is conſtituted Head * 
over all things to the Church, has expreſsly de- 
clared, that his kingdom is net of this world: 
And it is manifeſt, from the account we have of 


it, that 1s, of the chriſtian church, in the goſpel, 
that in ſome particular things eſpecially, it is 
eſſentially different from all earthly kingdoms, 
or human political inſtitutions, 8 


Irs frame and conſtitution are immediately 
of divine original, and not left to human wiſdom 
and policy. Its officers, their rank and ſtation, 


their buſineſs and employments, are expreſsly 


declared in the goſpel; and the qualifications, 


privileges and duties of the ſubjects of that 


kingdom, are there particularly preſcribed; ſo 


that no man, nor hody of men, of what ſtation 


or character ſoever, have authority to make al- 
terations in its conſtitution and laws, to appoint 
new officers in it, or to make any thing a qual- 
ification or duty of its ſubjects, which Chriſt 
has not made ſo. | a 


AnÞ, from this peculiar nature of the chriſ- 
tian church, ſeveral things manifeſtly reſult, of 
great importance to its peace and welfare : As, 
equality among all its members, they being ſub- 
jects of the ſame Lord, and entitled to the ſame 
privileges equality among chriſtian ſocieties, 
as parts of the ſame body, united under one 


Head, and ſubject to the ſame laws: And equal- 


ity among Goſpel-Miniſters, as ſervants of the 
fame divine Maſter, having the ſame betruſtments 
committed to them, and being employed in the 
fame work. One is their Maſter, even Chriſt, 
and all they are brethren, ; 
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Axp this ſingular nature of the kingdom, 


or church of Chriſt, in which it eſſentially dif- 


fers from the kingdoms of this world, ſeems to 
be the true baſis of that friendly and brotherly 
communion, harmony and love among chriſti- 
ans, among particular churches, and among 
miniſters, which was deſigned to diſtinguiſh 
them from the reſt of the world, as the diſci- 
ples of the benevolent Jeſus, and to be their 
common band of union : For, it 1s obviouſly 
and directly calculated to curb and ſuppreſs that 
luſt of ſuperiority, and ſpirit of domination, 
which was early ſeen and early checked by our 
Saviour, in the aſpiring temper of ſome of his 
immediate diſciples ; and the unlawful gratifica- 
tion of which, ſince that time, hath rent the 
church into pieces, ſhed the blood of ſome of 
the beſt of men, and been the inlet to infinite 


evils. 


Bernc equally the ſervants of Chriſt, and ſubs 
jects of his kingdom, no one chriſtian, nor any 
number of chriſtians, can have dominion over 
others, in things pertaining merely to conſcience, 
and their future and eternal happineſs. 


Nox have authority to judge their brethren, 
and to ſet at naught their brethren, becauſe of 
non-conformity to them, in things not eſſential 
to their character as chriſtians ; or becauſe theit 
underſtandings and conſciences are not of the 
ſame ſize and complexion with their own. 


For who art thou that judgeſt another man's 
ſervant ? to his own majler, and not to this or 
that fellow-chriſtian, he ſtaudeih or falleth. 


| 
| 
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Tur appeal here muſt for ever lie, not to any 
human judicatory, but to Chriſt, the Head and 
fole Legiſlator and Judge in his own kingdom, 
and to the goſpel, as containing the divine plan, 
the conſtitution and laws of it. 


AlL therefore, who, according to the goſpel, 
appear to be the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
to eſteem and treat as ſuch, and as, equally with 
ourſelves, entitled to chriſtian privileges. And 
all, who, according to this, appear to have the 
qualifications of Chriſt's miniſters, and are re- 
gularly ſeparated to the ſacred office, we are to 
acknowledge as ſuch, and as equal to any of 
their brethren in office and dignity. ' 


AND, it is upon this foundation, and in con- 
formity, as we apprehend, to ſcripture pattern, 
that we give the right hand of fellowſhip to one 
another ; thereby acknowledging our common 
equality, as ſervants of Chriſt, and miniſters of 
his word—our brotherly-love and affection, and 
mutual concern for each other's proſperity and 
ſucceſs in the ſervice of the goſpel. 


AnD it is, Sir, upon this foundation, and 


with ſuch apprehenſions and ſentiments as theſe, 


that, at the deſire of the churches met here in 
council, on the preſent folemn occaſion, and in 
the name of my Reverend Brethren, the paſtors 
of them, I now give you my Right Hand. 


By this ſign we publicly acknowledge our 
ſatisfation in your miniſterial qualifications— 
in the regularity and validity of your ſacred in- 
veſtiture, and own you as a miniſter of Jeſus 


. Chriſt, equal in office with ourſelves. 
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By this ſign we publicly receive and embrace 
you as a brother, and fellow-labourer in the 
work of the goſpel-miniſtry, aſſuring you, that 
we ſhall be ready to aſſiſt and encourage you in 
your work, while we expect the ſame kind offi- 
ces from you, as there may be occaſion. 


Bux this ſign we alſo congratulate you, on the 
honor you have now received from the great 
Head of the church, and welcome you into the 
ſervice of our common Lord : for, we now re- 
ceive and embrace you, Sir, not as a diſciple of 
Luther, or Calvin, or Arminius, or of any other 
celebrated inſtructor of more modern times, but 
as a diſciple of Jeſus, expecting you will call 
no man maſter upon earth, becauſe he alone is 
your Maſter in heaven. 


Wr claim, therefore, no authority to pre- 
ſcribe to you in your miniſtry—we mean not to 
impoſe upon you our particular ſentiments, as 

ving any dominion over your faith, or to en- 
gage you to teach the doctrines and religion of 
a party, but the ReLicion or JEsvs, as con- 
tained in the goſpel ; which, we truſt; you will 
ſtudy and examine, with that freedom and libe- 
rality of mind, and with tliat cloſe attention and 
ſeriouſneſs, which a revelation and ſcheme of re- 
ligion, dictated from heaven, and in which our 
pm and deareſt intereſts are concerned, high- 

y merit. 

Tux ſame liberty of ſearching the ſcriptures 
—of underſtanding and believing for ourſelves, 
which we claim, we readily yield to you, as a 
ſervant of Chriſt, and equally accountable, with 
us, to our common Lord. | 

+ (3 
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An finally, Dear Sir, we mean, by this ſign, 
to expreſs our affectionate concern, and hearty 
good wiſhes for you, that you may act your part 
well, as a miniſter of the goſpel—that you may 
be a burning and a ſhining light in the church 
of God, and particularly in this place that 
your labors may be attended with abundant ſuc- 
ceſs, to your own great encouragement and com- 
fort—to the honor of God and the Redeemer, 
and to the joy and happineſs of this people; 
and that hereafter, you may receive that appro- 
bation of your divine Maſter : Well done goed and 
faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful——enter 
into the joy of thy Lord. 


WiLL THIS CHRISTIAN SOCIETY INDULGRE 
ME NOW IN ADDRESSING MYSELF PARTI- 
CULARLY TO THEM, IN A FEW WORDS, 


Beloved Friends and Brethren, 


Ir is with mingled grief and joy we attend, 
at your requeſt, the ſolemnities of this day. We 
cannot forget, nor will you, our dear brother 
the REVEREND MR. Cary, who, for a courſe of 
years, alas ! that they were ſo few, ſerved you in 
the miniſtry of the goſpel. 


Wr rejoiced with you, in his excellent ace 
compliſhments for that important ſtation and 
employment : and, from his age, and the appa- 
rent ſtrength and firmneſs of his conftitution, we 
hoped, with you, for his long continuance, as a 
rich blefling to his people. 

Bur, what a melancholy alteration in his ſtate 
and yours! How is the gold become dim, and the 


fine gold changed. 
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Wx very feelingly ſympathized with your be- 
loved paſtor and with you, under that affecting 
diſpenſation of divine Providence, which ſudden- 
ly, and in the midſt of his days, of his —_ 
and uſefulneſs, incapacitated him for public ſer- 
vice, and deprived you of his important labors, 


Bur, blefſed be God, his life is ſpared, and 
he is not become, as he greatly feared, wholly 
uſeleſs among you. | 

You have had, and ſtill have, the benefit of 
his advice, of his counſel and prayers: and 
may it not be preſumed, without juſt offence to 
any, that it 1s 8 in ſome good meaſure, to 
his judicious and ſalutary influence, that you 
have been ſo remarkably, and happily kept to- 
gether, in your broken ftate, and conducted ſo 
ſpeedily, and with ſo much peace and harmony, 
to your preſent ſettlenfent ? 


AnD, from his conſtant ſolicitude for your 
welfare, becauſe you are dear unto him, and his 
friendly and generous exertions to forward what 
has now taken effect, we muſt conclude, that, 
amidft ſome melancholy reflections, he 1s a par- 
taker with you, in the joy of this day, and feels 
his heart refreſhed in the accompliſhment of his 
wiſhes. 

Wx, therefore, though his infirmities forbid 
his being preſent with-us, congratulate both him 
and you on the important event. 


F On Lord's day, Mareb gth, 1788, Mr. Carr, after hav- 
ing preached in the morning, was ſeized with a diſorder, 
ſuppoſed to be of the paralytic kind, which rendered him in- 
capable of further proſecuting his public miniſtry, being then 
in the 43d year of his age, aud aoth of his miniſtry. 
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We partake with you, brethren, in the Joy 
and gladneſs of your hearts, that, after the heavy 
gloom you have been under, the day has now 
again brightened upon you, in the proſpect that 
your religivus advan will be continued 
without interruption, and the hope, that the in- 
tereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom will be pro- 


moted among you. 


AND now, may the ious preſen ce of God, 
ahd his divine Babe e; be continually with 
you and with your Paſtors—May the Elder of 
theſe be ſtill dear to you, as he deſervedly has 
been; and the Younger; who has this day pub- 
licly and ſolemnly devoted himſelf to the ſervice 
of Goch and of your ſouls May he, by his 
judicious and uſeful labors, and good conver- 
ſatiqn in Chriſt, more and more merit your eſ- 
teem amd affection, and? be, long continued a 
bleſſing to you and to your offspring. 


Ard viewing it as a very Adorable, circum 
ſtance that he is connected in the miniſtry, with 
one able to aſſiſt him by wiſe and prudent 
counſel and advice, may he be encouraged and 
animated in his difficult and arduous work, and 
prove an happy inſtrument, in the hand of God, 
of your edification in chriſtian knowledge, in 
faith and holineſs, and of guiding and encou- 
raging you in the way to eternal life and bleſſ- 
edneſs. SHED - 20% . : 

Wirn theſe warm and earneſt wiſhes, we 
now commend you all, both paſtors and people, 
unto God, and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among them that are ſanctified. 


— — — — — 
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